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Church, it was the first legislature of
elected representatives in America.

Every farmer in Virginia was granted
40 acres of land, and with the income
from farming tobacco, families began
to sustain themselves. This community
of small farmers, the great majority, 90
percent of them, not only owned but
cultivated or owned land. Today, it is
hard to fathom how Jamestown of Vir-
ginia survived with the suffering, mal-
nutrition, disease and an appalling
death rate. But, here we are 400 years
later celebrating the quadricentennial
of these brave peoples who included not
only the British colonists, but the Na-
tive Americans they met upon arrival
and the Africans who became inden-
tured servants soon after.

Furthermore, this year we have the
honor to celebrate the 400th anniver-
sary with people from around the
world, including Queen Elizabeth II of
England.

I wholeheartedly encourage all Amer-
icans to visit this historic site. It offers
an opportunity to learn how the first
settlers survived and ultimately
thrived as a result of their tenacity
and steadfast desire to make this a
place of which we can all be proud.

Seeing how many of the democratic
ideals which originated in Jamestown
are still being preserved 400 years later,
it is only natural for us to commemo-
rate and honor the founding of James-
town and how it led to the establish-
ment of our great country.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
let me just say that I would hope to be
one of those millions who visit James-
town this year to celebrate its 400th
anniversary. I commend Representa-
tive JO ANN DAVIS for introducing this
legislation, and I urge its passage.

Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise in support of H. Con. Res. 117.

Mr. Speaker, 400 hundred years ago a
group of entrepreneurs from the Virginia Com-
pany landed on Jamestown Island with the in-
tent of establishing a colony to find gold and
a water route to the Orient. This landing spot
became the first permanent English colony in
America and later became the capital of Vir-
ginia for 92 years.

Mr. Speaker, | ask today that we take a mo-
ment to focus on the courage of those who
lived there.

In a strange land, yet not the land they
sought, in an unhealthy place plagued by dis-
ease, fire and the elements, they banded to-
gether to make a life.

And that life was not an easy one. By the
end of 1607, after a particularly harsh winter,
only 60 of the original 214 settlers remained
alive. If Captain John Smith hadn’t contrived to
get food for the Indians, the American dream
might well have died on those swampy
shores.

Suffering and hard work were not strangers
to the colonists. By 1614, the settlers had a
cash crop—tobacco—and they worked hard to
see that it sustained the colony.

To ensure order, they formed the House of
Burgesses, the first representative assembly in
America. Soon, every farmer in Virginia was
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granted 40 acres of land on which to farm to-
bacco.

Still, they had little beyond that which they
could get for themselves or the local Indians.
It is hard today to fathom the courage of those
who struggled against all to make the colony
and their families a success.

Today, 400 years later, we honor not just
those brave people but the native Americans
they encountered and the Africans who be-
came indentured servants soon thereafter.

| encourage all Americans to take a cue
from the Queen of England and make the pil-
grimage to Jamestown during this historic
year.

| encourage them to observe first-hand the
hardships endured, the friendships forged, the
commitment to something more than sur-
vival—the courage to leave behind far more
comfortable lives in England and take the
chance of a lifetime.

These were the first Americans in many
senses. They were the first to form a govern-
ment, the first to be willing to push past tradi-
tion and comfort for adventure, for fairness, for
democracy. That’'s why | am | proud to urge
passage of H. Con. Res. 117.

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in support of H. Con. Res. 117,
which commemorates the 400th anniversary of
the settlement of Jamestown.

On May 14, 1607, just over 100 English set-
tlers landed on the banks of the James River,
in what is today the state of Virginia. The first
permanent English settlement in North Amer-
ica, Jamestown weathered extreme hardship,
starvation, and warfare to become the founda-
tion upon which our Nation was built. We can
recognize many of our democratic ideals in in-
stitutions developed by the Jamestown settle-
ment. It was in this colony, in 1619, that the
House of Burgesses, the first locally elected
legislative body in the New World, was con-
vened in a Jamestown church.

As a nation, we have come a long way
since our early colonial days. We fought a war
with each other to abolish slavery, which was
introduced in Jamestown in the same year as
the House of Burgesses. We gradually ex-
tended full citizenship and equal rights to Afri-
can Americans. While the settlers that landed
in 1607 were all male, we have in the past
400 years, incorporated women into all as-
pects of our Nation’s political, economic, and
social life. And while the early colonial settle-
ments fought wars with their Native American
neighbors, we have, in recent decades, made
serious efforts toward making amends for in-
justices done to native tribes.

This resolution serves to remind and edu-
cate Americans about the importance of our
history. It highlights that the economic, polit-
ical, religious, and social institutions developed
during our colonial past continue to form the
backbone of our society today. Significantly,
this resolution also draws attention to the cru-
cial role the native people played in the suc-
cess of the Jamestown colony, and in the for-
mation of our Nation.

Mr. Speaker, as we celebrate the 400th an-
niversary of Jamestown, this legislation urges
us to understand and engage with our history
as Americans. | strongly support this resolu-
tion, and | urge my colleagues to do the same.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to offer my strong support for this resolution.

Four hundred years ago in 1607, 104
English settlers took a dangerous voyage. The
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voyage alone was perilous, but their future in
their new land was no less daunting. These
courageous voyagers landed on the shores of
what is now the great Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia. They set sail on what many have con-
sidered America’s founding river, the James
River, and established the first permanent
English settlement at Jamestown.

These brave settlers faced many hard-
ships—sickness, war, hunger, and death.
However, their faith and perseverance allowed
this colony to flourish despite these seemingly
insurmountable odds. These settlers estab-
lished the foundation of this great Nation, and
| am happy that we, in this House, are gath-
ered here today to commemorate their sac-
rifice.

These early settlers were the first to cele-
brate what we have now come to know as the
American dream. Kathryn Lange said it best in
her book, “1607: A New Look At Jamestown,”
“Jamestown was a place where the poor
might become rich through hard work, where
people could govern themselves and where
cultures mixed to create a new, American way
of life.”

This profound, new way of life, was unlike
anything else in the world at the time. The
Jamestown Colony planted the seeds of the
ideals of life and liberty, which sprouted into
this great Nation. As a nation we have held
fast to the ideals that flourished in this early
colony, and we still celebrate those ideals
today.

Today we gather to commemorate that early
settlement at Jamestown, but we do not com-
memorate just one colony, we commemorate
the birth of a nation that sprung from that
small colony.

| urge my colleagues to join me in com-
memorating the 400th anniversary of the
Jamestown settlement, and the birth of our
Nation.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvis) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, H. Con. Res. 117.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the concur-
rent resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

COMMENDING PUBLIC SERVANTS
FOR THEIR DEDICATION AND
CONTINUED SERVICE TO THE NA-
TION

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 307) expressing
the sense of the House of Representa-
tives that public servants should be
commended for their dedication and
continued service to the Nation during
Public Service Recognition Week, May
7 through 13, 2007.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 307

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
provides an opportunity to recognize the im-
portant contributions of public servants and
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honor the diverse men and women who meet
the needs of the Nation through work at all
levels of government;

Whereas millions of individuals work in
government service in every city, county,
and State across America and in hundreds of
cities abroad;

Whereas public service is a noble calling
involving a variety of challenging and re-
warding professions;

Whereas Federal, State, and local govern-
ments are responsive, innovative, and effec-
tive because of the outstanding work of pub-
lic servants;

Whereas the United States of America is a
great and prosperous Nation, and public
service employees contribute significantly to
that greatness and prosperity;

Whereas the Nation benefits daily from the
knowledge and skills of these highly trained
individuals;

Whereas public servants—

(1) provide vital strategic support func-
tions to our military and serve in the Na-
tional Guard and Reserves;

(2) fight crime and fire;

(3) ensure equal access to secure, efficient,
and affordable mail service;

(4) deliver social security and medicare
benefits;

(5) fight disease and promote better health;

(6) protect the environment and the Na-
tion’s parks;

(7) enforce laws guaranteeing equal em-
ployment opportunities and healthy working
conditions;

(8) defend and secure critical infrastruc-
ture;

(9) help the Nation recover from natural
disasters and terrorist attacks;

(10) teach and work in our schools and li-
braries;

(11) develop new technologies and explore
the earth, moon, and space to help improve
our understanding of how our world changes;

(12) improve and secure our transportation
systems;

(13) keep the Nation’s economy stable; and

(14) defend our freedom and advance United
States interests around the world;

Whereas members of the uniformed serv-
ices and civilian employees at all levels of
government make significant contributions
to the general welfare of the United States,
and are on the front lines in the fight
against terrorism and in maintaining home-
land security;

Whereas public servants work in a profes-
sional manner to build relationships with
other countries and cultures in order to bet-
ter represent America’s interests and pro-
mote American ideals;

Whereas public servants alert Congress and
the public to government waste, fraud,
abuse, and dangers to public health;

Whereas the men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States, as well
as those skilled trade and craft Federal em-
ployees who provide support to their efforts,
are committed to doing their jobs regardless
of the circumstances, and contribute greatly
to the security of the Nation and the world;

Whereas public servants have bravely
fought in armed conflict in defense of this
Nation and its ideals and deserve the care
and benefits they have earned through their
honorable service;

Whereas government workers have much
to offer, as demonstrated by their expertise
and innovative ideas, and serve as examples
by passing on institutional knowledge to
train the next generation of public servants;

Whereas May 7 through 13, 2007, has been
designated Public Service Recognition Week
to honor America’s Federal, State, and local
government employees; and

Whereas Public Service Recognition Week
is celebrating its 23rd anniversary through
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job fairs, student activities, and agency ex-
hibits: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) commends public servants for their out-
standing contributions to this great Nation
during Public Service Recognition Week and
throughout the year;

(2) salutes their unyielding dedication and
spirit for public service;

(3) honors those government employees
who have given their lives in service to their
country;

(4) calls upon a new generation to consider
a career in public service as an honorable
profession; and

(5) encourages efforts to promote public
service careers at all levels of government.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAvis) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
would yield myself such time as I
might consume.

H. Res. 307 commends public servants
for their outstanding contributions to
this great Nation during Public Service
Recognition Week, May 7 through May
13, 2007. This resolution salutes their
unyielding dedication and spirit of pub-
lic service.

On Tuesday, April 17, 2007, I intro-
duced this legislation in conjunction
with Senator AKAKA, who introduced S.
Res. 150 to honor and celebrate the
commitment of the men and women
who have dedicated their lives to serv-
ing the public.

Over 18 million individuals in cities,
counties and States in America and
abroad serve our government and the
American people. They perform essen-
tial services that the Nation relies
upon every day. Federal employees
from agencies like the National Insti-
tutes of Health, National Science
Foundation, and the Food and Drug
Administration are committed to pro-
moting health, advances in research,
regulating industries, and ensuring the
well-being and safety of our citizens.

The men and women serving in the
Armed Forces of the United States as
well as the skilled trade and craft em-
ployees who support their efforts con-
tribute greatly to the security of our
country and to the world. We cannot
thank our public servants enough for
the work that they do for their fellow
citizens day in and day out.

Governments at all levels simply
cannot function properly without good
employees who are committed to pub-
lic service. We should be reminded of
their contributions, not just in May,
but when we are setting their pay and
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benefits, and by ensuring that they
have the resources they need to do
their jobs.

Last Wednesday, the Senate passed
Senate Resolution 150, the companion
bill to H. Res. 307, and I would urge my
colleagues to do the same.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.

I am extremely proud to rise today in
support of H. Res. 307, honoring the
millions of dedicated public servants
that serve our Nation. Our country
simply could not function without its
innovative, professional, highly trained
public service employees. At all levels
of government you will find hard-
working staff making our country
prosper and thrive through their con-
tributions. The expertise and work
ethic offered by these individuals sets
an honorable example for future gen-
erations of employees. From emer-
gency responders to librarians, public
servants span the spectrum of jobs that
keep our country efficient and safe.

Beyond the tremendous work of civil-
ian employees and uniformed service
personnel, the members of our National
Guard and Reserves are crucial to the
welfare of all U.S. citizens. They pro-
vide vital strategic support for our Na-
tion’s military both at home and
abroad. Their tremendous accomplish-
ments with assisting States and coun-
tries overseas with natural disasters is
to be praised.

Once again, I commend these em-
ployees for performing challenging and
oftentimes thankless jobs with honor
and dedication. I appreciate them for
moving our country forward and main-
taining our safety and security. For
these reasons I am thrilled to express
my support for a week of honoring
these individuals.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
want to commend the gentlelady for
her comments, and I appreciate her
support of this resolution.

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
mark the 23rd annual Public Service Recogni-
tion Week. | am proud to be a co-chair of the
Congressional Public Service Caucus, proud
to have been a federal employee, and proud
to represent in Congress a large number of
my constituents who are federal employees.
These employees are a national asset who
work hard day after day with professionalism
and dedication.

Federal employees are the backbone of our
government. They can be found working to
find cures for diseases at the National Insti-
tutes of Health, helping seniors with their So-
cial Security benefits, representing our inter-
ests overseas in the State Department, serv-
ing as stewards of America’s natural re-
sources in the National Park Service, helping
our country defend the homeland at the De-
partment of Defense and at the Department of
Homeland Security. These are but a few ex-
amples of the many areas in which federal
employees are serving our country.

We must not forget those federal employees
who are risking their lives in the war against
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terrorism. The first combat death in Afghani-
stan in the wake of September 11 was CIA of-
ficer Johnny Micheal Spann, one of my con-
stituents. And today, Federal employees can
be found throughout the globe fighting the war
against terrorism in many different ways.

The sacrifice and hard work of our federal
employees, whether abroad or at home,
should never be forgotten. Federal employees
deserve fair pay—which is why | have been
pleased to support pay parity for federal em-
ployees since | have been in Congress.

They deserve adequate health care—which
is why | have supported legislation to make
sure federal employees get quality health ben-
efits.

And retired Federal employees must not be
forgotten—which is why | have supported leg-
islation to aid Federal employees who have
retired from active service. Federal employees
deserve to be honored during Public Service
Recognition Week. But we must always re-
member the they are serving our country
every day of the year.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr.
DAvVIS) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the resolution, H.
Res. 307.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the resolution (H. Res. 291) supporting
the goals and ideals of Peace Officers
Memorial Day.

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion.

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 291

Whereas there are more than 870,000 sworn
law enforcement officers throughout the
United States;

Whereas law enforcement officers are dedi-
cated to serving this country, and protecting
this country and its citizens from harm;

Whereas law enforcement officers face dan-
gers and threats to their personal safety
each day;

Whereas more than 56,000 law enforcement
officers are assaulted every year;

Whereas every 53 hours, a law enforcement
officer in the United States is killed in the
line of duty;

Whereas 143 law enforcement officers were
killed in the line of duty in 2006, 12 fewer
than the 155 officers killed in 2005;

Whereas Public Law 87-726 requests that
the President issue proclamations desig-
nating May 15th of each year as National
Peace Officers Memorial Day; and

Whereas section 7(m) of title 4, United
States Code, requires that the flag of the
United States be flown at half-staff on Peace
Officers Memorial Day: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—
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(1) supports the goals and ideals of Peace
Officers Memorial Day to honor Federal,
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe such a day with appro-
priate ceremonies and respect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from II-
linois (Mr. DAVIS) and the gentle-
woman from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Illinois.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois?

There was no objection.

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I might con-
sume.

As a member of the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform,
I am pleased to join my colleague in
consideration of House Resolution 291,
which honors our fallen law enforce-
ment officers.

H. Res. 291, which has 72 cosponsors,
was introduced by Representative TED
POE of Texas on March 29, 2007. H. Res.
291 was reported from the Oversight
Committee on May 1, 2007, by a voice
vote.

Historically, America has been
blessed with citizens of courage and
character who have dedicated their
lives to keeping peace in our commu-
nities. Five years after the creation of
the U.S. Marshals Service in 1789, U.S.
Marshal Robert Forsyth was shot and
killed in the line of duty. He was the
first of more than 14,000 law enforce-
ment personnel since that time to give
his or her life to uphold the law.

Last year, 143 officers gave their lives
in the line of duty. For these heroes,
the safety of their fellow citizens was
their purpose and passion. They made
the ultimate sacrifice to fulfill their
duty and service to humanity.

Each year, the President issues a
proclamation naming May 15 as Na-
tional Peace Officers Memorial Day.
Our Nation owes a lasting debt and
gratitude to the men and women of law
enforcement who risk their lives each
day to protect and serve the citizens of
this Nation.

Every American should honor peace
officers, not only in words and cere-
mony but in their commitment to pro-
mote justice, fairness and peace in
their homes, communities, schools and
businesses.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Representa-
tive POE for seeking to honor our fallen
heroes, and I urge swift passage of this
bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume.
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H. Res. 291 supports the goals and
ideals of Peace Officers Memorial Day
to honor Federal, State and local law
enforcement officers killed in the line
of duty, and encourages the citizens of
the United States to observe the day
with appropriate ceremonies and re-
spect.

Police officers have been protecting
American citizens since April 1631,
when the city of Boston first estab-
lished its ‘‘night watch’ law enforce-
ment program in the colonies. There is
a quote by President George H.W. Bush
engraved on the National Law Enforce-
ment Officers Memorial located at Ju-
diciary Square here in Washington
which summarizes the mission of the
870,000 current sworn law enforcement
officers in the United States. It states
that it is their daily ‘‘quest to preserve
both democracy and decency, and to
protect a national treasure that we call
the American Dream.”

Law enforcement officers face dan-
gers on the job every single day. On
May 17, 1792, New York City’s Deputy
Sheriff Isaac Smith became the first
recorded police officer to be killed in
the line of duty. Today, more than
56,000 are assaulted each year, and
every b3 hours an officer is killed while
serving the American people. Sep-
tember 11, 2001, was the deadliest day
for police officers in all of American
history when 72 officers were Kkilled
while responding to terrorist attacks.

Mr. Speaker, I want to recognize the
life of Sergeant Howard Plouff from my
district, who was killed recently in the
line of duty. He was known as an hon-
orable man who selflessly served his
family and community for more than
17 years in the Winston-Salem Police
Department. He was dedicated to com-
munity development and service. His is
a legacy of the spirit of service that
permeates this great country.
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He earned the respect of his fellow of-
ficers and did not hesitate to go above
and beyond the call of duty. In fact,
during his time with the Winston-
Salem Police Department, he was
awarded its highest honor, the Medal of
Valor. He left behind a loving wife and
two daughters. He was an extremely
positive role model and an example of
all the officers we are honoring with
this resolution.

May 15 is Peace Officers Memorial
Day, a holiday created in 1961 by Con-
gress to honor fallen law enforcement
officers who dedicated their lives to
protecting this country and its citi-
zens. The flag is flown at half staff and
thousands of people visit the memorial
which was authorized by President
Ronald Reagan in 1984. Built in 1989, it
currently has 17,912 names etched into
the wall. Each of these names reminds
us of the sacrifices these brave law en-
forcement officers have given in order
to keep American citizens safe. They
also stand for those living officers who
would, without hesitation, do the same
to protect all of us.
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